va\ United States Patent and Trademark Office 
m 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/028.125 


12/21/2001 


Paul A. Gough 


GB 000190 


3193 



24737 7590 12/19/2003 

PHILIPS INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY & STANDARDS 
P.O. BOX 3001 

BRIARCLIFF MANOR, NY 10510 



EXAMINER 



NOWLIN,APRILA 



\RT UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2876 

DATE MAILED: 12/19/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office comnninication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO 90C (Rev 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/028.125 


Applicant(s) 

GOUGH ET AL. 


Examiner 

April A. Nowlln 


Art Unit 

2876 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address « 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within tlie set or extended period for reply will, 6y statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C, § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication{s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3)0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1935 CD, 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4}KI Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Ciaim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-21 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)|E1 The drawing(s) filed on 21 December 2001 is/are: a)|El accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a), 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12) KI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-{d) or (f). 

a)IElAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. IE! Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 

Attachnient(s) 

1) Kl Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No{s). . 

2) [H Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Infomiation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) D Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
The following section headings should be inserted into the specification: 
On page 1 , line 1 : Insert - FIELD OF THE INVENTION -. 

On page 1, line 5: Insert - BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION -. 
On page 2, line 1 : Insert - SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION --. 
On page 3, line 26: Insert -- BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS -. 
On page 4, line 5: Insert - DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT --. 

Appropriate con-ection is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more clainns particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , the phrase "or the like" renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by 
"or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP 
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§ 2173.05(d). (The examiner wishes to note that claims 2-21 are rejected for the same 
reason since they are dependent upon claim 1 .) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shaK be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in Xh\s or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1, 2, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Johansson et al (US 4,355,440). 

Johansson et al discloses a pocket 15 incorporated in a garment 16, the pocket 
15 including restriction means 10 to restrict the removal of objects from the pocket 15. 
The restriction means 10 being controllable to cause the means to restrict to apply a 
restricting action on the occurrence of an enabling signal, wherein the enabling signal is 
generated at the command of a user, and wherein the restriction action terminates on 
cessation of the enabling signal. (See figures 1-3 and 5; abstract; col. 3, line 22 to col. 

6. line 9) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 3-18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
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base claim, any intervening claims, and to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action, 
7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art to Johansson et al teaches a wallet theft guard for retaining a 
wallet in a pocket, however the prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fail to 
teach or fairly suggest a pocket including restriction means being controllable to cause 
the means to restrict to apply a restricting action on the occurrence of an enabling 
signal, wherein the enabling signal is generated in response to an output signal status 
of at least one sensor. 



Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Dixon (US 5,477,562) discloses an apparatus for the retaining of the contents in 
pockets of garments. 

Devylder (US 5,031,281) discloses a wallet securement apparatus. 

Biloff (US 4,891 ,965) discloses an apparatus for securing an article in a pocket. 

Hamilton (US 4,194,271) discloses an apparatus for releasabiy retaining articles 
in pockets. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to April A. Nowlin whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
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1219. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 6:30AM - 
4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (703) 305-3503. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than 
those under 35 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used 
by the applicant and should be addressed to [april.nowlin@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the 
application file. PTO employees do not engage in Internet communications 
where there exists a possibility that sensitive information could be identified or 
exchanged unless the record includes a properly signed express waiver of the 
confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the 
Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the official Gazette of the Patent and 
Trademark on February 25, 1 997 at 1 1 95 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 



"April Nowlin 
December 5, 2003 
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